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The order for the retreat, which had entered the sphere of probability for some time, was issued on the 27th, The situation was highly critical. The operations in October had gained us time, but had not been successful. We had now to expect that very crisis—the probable invasion of Posen, Silesia and Moravia by Russian armies in superior force—which should have been prevented by our deployment in and advance from Upper Silesia at the end of September.
The general lines of the retirement were already familiar to the German troops. They had been instructed over and over again to send everything they could do without to the rear. On the whole this had been done, though here and there there was more in the forward areas than there should have been. The problem of getting our heavy transport over the bad roads gave me the acutest anxiety.
The retirement was to be carried out in a westerly direction if possible, thereby escaping the enemy's enveloping movement.
On the whole, our " strategic retreat," as it was christened by the soldiers, was carried out according to plan and in perfect order. The countryside was spared. This retreat will be for all time an example of prudent and humane warfare.
The Guard R.C. had a hard time of it on the right wing for the resistance of the Austrian ist Army was crumbling steadily, and it kept yielding to the enemy's frontal attacks.
The Austrian armies retired on both sides of the Vistula till they were on a level with Cracow and part of their forces found themselves right in the Carpathians south-west of Przemysl.
Of the gth Army the following units had to retreat;
The Guard R.C., 20th A.C. and Landwehr Corps—past the Kielce-Tomassov line, half-way to the Cracow-Czestochova line north of Czestochova.
The I7th A.C and General Frommers Corps—through the
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